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a ring round his neck attached to the chain. When
one of the unfortunate prisoners was too ill or too
exhausted to go on, a servant of Alfinger, to save
time in unfastening, cut the poor creature's head
off, and so let his body drop out.

This horrible incident leads to the conclusion
that the cruelties belonged to a cruel age, and
not specially to the Spanish character. For this
leader was a German. The Spaniards were often
very cruel in their eager thirst of gold, burning
and torturing the natives. They perpetrated
these atrocities when excited by a violent though
base passion. But for cold-blooded callous
brutality there is nothing equal to Alfinger's
method of clearing his chain.

Alfinger reached the Magdalena by following
down the River Cesar to its confluence, and suc-
ceeded in collecting 60,000 pesos of gold. Ascending
the Sierra de Cachiri, many Spaniards without warm
clothing and 300 naked porters died of the cold.
The natives made constant attacks, and one is
glad to know that in one of the encounters Alfinger's
servant, who cut off the heads, met with his deserts.
Soon afterwards Alfinger himself was wounded
in the throat and died after three days. The
retreat was most disastrous ; many died of hunger,